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Abstract : 

A payment system for a distributed computer network such as 
the Internet. A merchant or vending computer contains promotional 
information which is communicated to a customer's computer. 
Order/payment information is communicated to a payment processing 
computer which automatically contacts a bank for verification. 
In some embodiments a password is sent to the customer's 
computer, thereby allowing the customer computer to gain access 
to restricted data on the merchant computer. 
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